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I am pleased to welcome you to this symposium on viral hepatitis. Last spring
federal agencies sponsored a 3-day symposium on viral hepatitis. This was organized
and conducted under the auspices of the NAS-NRC Committee on Viral Hepatitis
and has since been published in theAmericanJournalofMedicalSciences.1
Today in 3 hours you will hear the major new information on hepatitis which was
presented at that 3-day meeting, especially as it relates to the problems of military
medicine. Developments in the field have been explosive since the serendipitous
discovery of "Australia antigen" by Blumberg and his pioneer work which related
this to hepatitis. In less than a decade, the understanding and thinking on viral
hepatitis has been revolutionized as we have had made available the capability to
make specific diagnosis ofhepatitis B and now hepatitis A.
Since I have not had theopportunity to review Dr. Krugman's manuscript, I do not
want to dwell further on this because of the risk that I would only be saying what he
has already planned to say.
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